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Madam Chair, 

Distinguished representatives, 

 

1. Eight months have passed since the issuance of the previous SDG report. The legislative 

processes have proceeded and new ECOSOC mandates have already overtaken elements of the 

proposed strengthened roles in the previous report. We expect this process to continue over the 

next 14 years. As the Agendas cover a broad range of thematic issues for a considerable period 

of time, we recognise that there will be several tracks and moments for Member States to 

consider and decide further on the role of the United Nations. ECOSOC and its subsidiary 

bodies, as well the General Assembly and its committees, special sessions, high level meetings 

and other processes, will continue to guide the Secretariat on how to best contribute to the two 

Agendas. 

 

2. The present report contains three parts: (1) - requirements related to the ECOSOC 

mandates; (2) - requirements related to the activities specifically mandated through the decisions 

contained in the AAAA and 2030 Agenda (revised estimates report was previously presented in 
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December 2015); and (3) - requirements for the strengthening of the Development Account and 

the Regular Programme of Technical Cooperation (RPTC). 

 

3. To implement the new ECOSOC mandates, an additional appropriation has been sought 

through the revised estimates report A/71/401 and its addendum, in line with the established 

practice. However, these estimates have also been included in this report, in a more summarised 

format, to ensure a comprehensive picture. Some mandated activities in the outcome documents 

themselves, that had been presented last December in the revised estimates report A/70/589 were 

subsequently included, in more specific terms, in ECOSOC mandates and are therefore presented 

under the ECOSOC revised estimates segment. The remaining mandated activities that were 

contained in A/70/589 are incorporated in the present report, at the same level of detail, and with 

a request for appropriation. 

 

4. The current report also seeks an additional appropriation for the Development Account and 

the Regular Programme of Technical Cooperation, or RPTC. With the additional resources, a 

number of new features are proposed for the Development Account, including (i) a change in its 

name to “Sustainable Development Account”, (ii) a broader set of entities allowed to access the 

account to ensure the full support of the Secretariat to the implementation of the two Agendas, in 

keeping with the interconnected nature of the Sustainable Development Goals, (iii) a new 

rationale for selection of projects under the account, based on proven relevance to furthering the 

implementation of the two Agendas and giving preference to projects to be undertaken in an 

integrated manner by more than one entity across sectors, and (iv) new stewardship of the 

account by the Secretary-General, with the existing Steering Committee of the Development 

Account would issue a recommendation for the approval of the Secretary-General. 

 

5. The strengthened Development Account is meant as a proposal to increase support to the 

development pillars while representing a first important step towards incentivizing a re-

orientation of Secretariat’s activities. This proposal provides for an appropriation of a sizeable 

amount to the development pillar. At the same time, the proposal would also introduce an 

element of competition and reward the proposals that are best aligned with the new agendas. 
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6. The proposed additional resources for RPTC intend to complement the Development 

Account, by providing short-term, demand-driven, specific interventions responding in a flexible 

manner to often urgent and not easily predictable national development needs, as a natural 

platform to pursue longer term and sustainable support. 

 

7. The report does not contain a list of projects and activities to underpin proposed additional 

resources for the Development Account and RPTC. However, the approach would be similar to 

other situations when the General Assembly appropriated additional resources for the 

Development Account upon the recommendation of the Fifth Committee, e.g. for the biennia 

2010-2011 and 2012-2013. The Secretariat would identify and approve additional projects and 

activities, including consultations with recipient Member States and based on their needs, which 

would subsequently be shared with the ACABQ in writing. 

 

8. The report includes preliminary estimates for 2018-2019, which would be considered in the 

context of the proposed programme budget for the same biennium. In principle, the 2018-2019 

estimates would be of a recurrent nature. However, as I mentioned, the intergovernmental bodies 

will continue to provide further guidance to the Secretariat which may influence currently 

mandated activities and therefore current resource estimates. Subsequent programme budgets 

will take this guidance into account as it evolves. 

 

 

 

I thank you, Madam Chair. 


